
 
 

 
 
 

 

Head of School Update 
 
New School Website  

We are delighted to announce the launch of our new school website!               

The website has been designed to make it easier for you to find important school 
information, news, events, updates and useful resources all in one place. 
Please take a look and explore our new website here: https://www.fstfederation.org.uk/ 
We are currently exploring changing the website domain for the federation and will update 
you when this changes.  
You can also find our school newsletters online on the website, keeping you up to date with 
the latest news, activities and important information from across our schools: 
https://www.fstfederation.org.uk/page/?title=Newsletters+2026%2D2027&pid=433. We hope 
you enjoy exploring the new website and find it helpful in keeping up to date with everything 
happening at our school. 
 
Picture News Assembly- Food Standards  
During our Picture News assembly this week, the children have been learning about recent 
news, including the UK Government’s announcement of the biggest overhaul of school food 
standards in a generation for England, which will take full effect from September 2027. 

We are currently exploring what these changes may mean for us in school and how we can 
continue to make healthy choices.  As a reminder, please ensure your child brings a healthy 
snack for breaktime, such as a piece of fruit. Crisps and chocolate should not be 
brought into school for snack time. Thank you for your continued support in helping us 
promote healthy choices and positive habits. 

Sensory Toys in School 

To ensure that pupils receive the most appropriate support, we kindly ask that sensory toys 

are not brought into school unless they have been agreed with the school for a specific 

sensory purpose. 

Different children have different sensory needs, and it is important that any sensory 

resources provided are matched to a child's individual sensory-seeking behaviours. To help 

us identify the most appropriate sensory support, the school will complete a sensory 

evaluation if we identify sensory behaviour, and parents/carers will also be asked to 

complete the same evaluation. This information will enable the SENCO to assess the child's 

sensory needs and determine the most suitable sensory strategies or resources to support 

your child.  

Thank you for your support and understanding. If you would like any further information or 

wish to discuss your child's sensory needs, please speak to Mrs Cobb.  

Miss Katie Stringer 
Head of School  
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Wow Class work 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Class Updates 
Derwent Class 
 
This week we have had a wonderful busy week.  
In phonics we have been reviewing the sounds 'd''o' 'c' 'k' 'g' and learning our new sounds 
'ck''e' 'u''r' 
  
The children have begun writing the new sounds daily in their phonic books. They are trying 
very hard. So well done Derwent Class. Keep up the hard work Mrs Sabin is super proud of 
you all! 
  
We have been looking at our baby and family photographs this week and talking about who is 
in our families. We could guess who some of the babies were but some were too hard. 
We have told of our adventures with our families and the activities we like to do together with 
our loved ones. 
  
We have made a dinosaur swamp in our water tray. The children have had an amazing time 
exploring all the gloop and swamp water. We made a bit of a mess but it was so much fun. 
 

Foss Class 

We have had another fab and productive week in Foss Class, with lots of super learning taking place. 

It has been so lovely to see how much reading the children have been doing at home. Please 
remember that anything your child has read and enjoyed can be recorded in their planner - it doesn’t 
just have to be their school reading book. We always love to see what the children have been enjoying 
at home, whether it is a story, comic, information book or something else that has caught their interest. 

In Maths, we have been busy comparing and ordering numbers, as well as comparing and ordering 
different amounts of objects. We are also doing lots of counting in 2s, 5s and 10s, and the children are 
becoming very impressive with their speedy counting.  One of our favourite ways to practise is playing 
Number Splat using our 100 squares! 

In English, we have been adding speech bubbles to our Beegu pictures and thinking carefully about 
when we need to use a question mark or an exclamation mark. We have also just started looking at 
what makes a really effective lost poster, ready to design our own posters for our poor little lost alien. 

I think the highlight of the last couple of weeks has definitely been our Science lessons.  We had so 
much fun (and lots of learning!) investigating which material would make the best space nappy for our 
astronaut, by finding out which was the most absorbent. We are now busy investigating which material 
would make the best curtains for our spaceship, thinking carefully about the properties different 
materials need for different purposes. 

Our History topic has also been a big hit. We have loved finding out what life was like in 17th-century 
London and comparing it with our lives today. The children very quickly decided that they would much 
rather come to school than be sent up a chimney to clean it! 

We hope you will have enjoyed our Harvest Festival performance and that the children made you 
proud - they have certainly worked hard practising learning their words and actions. 

We are now looking forward to our penultimate week of the half term next week. It is amazing how 
quickly the weeks are flying by! 

As always, thank you for your continued support. 

 



 

Ouse Class 

Here is a look at what we have been up to in Ouse Class this week: 

• English: We wrapped up our fantastic rainforest descriptions! The children did a brilliant job 
bringing their settings to life with rich vocabulary. This week, we transitioned into diary writing 
and have been exploring the key features of the style to prepare for writing our own entries. 

• Maths: We have started our new unit on addition and subtraction. Alongside learning the 
methods, we are placing a huge focus on presentation—working hard to keep our work neat by 
ensuring strictly one digit per square in our maths books. 

• Art: Our clay pots are complete! The children showed wonderful creativity in their initial design 
plans and had a fantastic time getting hands-on with the clay to bring their sculptures to life. 

• Science: We kept things hands-on in science this week with a tasty experiment: making ice 
cream! We investigated how adding salt lowers the freezing point of ice to speed up the 
freezing process. 

• PE: In PE we have continued to be active in both football and basketball, practicing our control, 
passing and teamwork. 

Thank you for your ongoing support and hope you have a lovely weekend. 

 

Rye Class 

In English, the children have now finished their character descriptions of Kensuke from Kensuke’s 

Kingdom. We have been really impressed with the imaginative descriptions they have created and the 

ambitious vocabulary they have used. We are now beginning to explore narrative writing, thinking 

about how to create engaging stories with interesting characters, settings and events. 

In Maths, our Year 6 children have been working hard on long division. Although they found the method 

tricky at first, they have persevered and are now making some really good progress. We are very 

proud of the resilience they have shown and how they have continued to challenge themselves. 

Our Year 5 children have been working on consolidating their Year 4 times tables skills and are using 

their knowledge to tackle increasingly complex equations and calculations. They have been developing 

their confidence and accuracy while applying their times tables knowledge to a range of problems. 

In Music, we have started our new module for this half term, exploring music from the prehistoric era. 

The children are learning about how music may have been created and used by prehistoric people, 

including the types of sounds and instruments that may have been available to them. We have already 

had lots of fun exploring rhythm, sound and how music can be created using simple materials 

 

 

 

 

 



Parent News 

Threadworms have been reported in school, but they are common, harmless, and easily 
treated without keeping your child at home. 

What are Threadworms? 

• Appearance: Tiny, thin, white worms that look like small pieces of cotton thread 
(about half an inch long). 

• Symptoms: Intense itching around the bottom or vagina, which is usually worse at 
night and can lead to disturbed sleep or irritability. 

• Spread: Eggs are easily passed from hand to mouth after scratching, or through 
contaminated dust, clothing, and bedding. 

What You Should Do 

• Treatment: Speak to your local pharmacist for a simple, over-the-counter family 
treatment. 

• Whole Household: Treat everyone in the family at the same time, even if they do 
not have symptoms. 

• School Attendance: Children do not need time off school once treatment has 
started. 

Key Prevention Steps 

• Handwashing: Wash hands and scrub under fingernails frequently, especially before 
eating and after using the toilet. 

• Fingernails: Keep children's fingernails short and discourage nail-biting. 
• Morning Showers: Bathe or shower every morning to wash away any eggs laid 

overnight. 
• Nightwear: Ensure children wear underwear or pyjamas in bed to prevent nighttime 

scratching. 
• Washing: Wash bed linen, pyjamas, and towels at a hot temperature, and avoid 

shaking dirty laundry. 
If you would like, I can help adjust this text to target a specific year group or add local 
pharmacy details for your area. 

 

School wish list 

 

 

 

If you have any of the following items we would welcome you bringing them in to enhance the children’s learning! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Previous bulletins can be accessed via: 

https://www.fstfederation.org.uk  / 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What should I do if I am worried about a child?  
If you believe that a child is immediate danger from significant harm, dial 999 to report it to the Police. 
 
How do I make a referral? 
Referrals can be made via the universal referral form or following an Early Help Assessment. Both can be 
located on North Yorkshire Safeguarding Children Partnership website: 
https://www.safeguardingchildren.co.uk/professionals/forms-and-tools/ 
 
Urgent referrals can be made via telephone to the Customer Resolution Centre on 0300 131 2 131 
or alternatively call the NSPCC Helpline: 0808 800 5000 or email: help@NSPCC.org.uk  

Diary Dates 
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